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Paula Zimmerman is with us. She started
what’s called Touch of Home. Her son, Pri-
vate First Class Kevin Zimmerman, is a
member of the Army’s Crazy Horse Com-
pany, Ist Battalion. He’s in Sadr City, Iraq.
He’s doing his duty for his country, and his
mom has sent 160 care packages to Crazy
Horse Company. She took time out of her
life to volunteer, to lift somebody’s spirit, to
help some soul understand that a lot of peo-
ple back home appreciate what they’re doing.
Government didn’t make her do it. She de-
cided to do it because she cares about her
son and her country.

I realize one person can’t do everything,
but a person can do something to help
change this country for the better. I want
to thank our two examples for volunteers. I
want to thank you all for loving your neighbor
just like you'd like to be loved yourself.
You're helping your country when you do so.

You know, for all of us, these years in our
history will stand apart. There are quiet times
in the life of a nation when little is expected
of its leaders. This isn’t one of those times.
This is a time that requires firm resolve, clear
vision, a strong belief in the values that make
us a great nation.

None of us will ever forget that week when
one era ended and another began. Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins
of the Twin Towers. It's a day I will never
forget. There were hardhats there, yelling at
me, “Whatever it takes, Mr. President.” I can
remember walking down the line, shaking
hands and thanking people. A guy looked me
in the eye—he had just come out of the rub-
ble—and he said, “Do not let me down.”

See, he took that day personally. Every-
body on that site took it personally. I know
you took it personally, and so did I. I have
a duty that goes on. I wake up daily trying
to best figure out how to protect our country.
I will never relent in bringing justice to our
enemies and secure the homeland, whatever
it takes.

When I traveled your great State and our
country 4 years ago, I said, if you would give
me the honor of holding this office, I would
uphold the dignity and the honor of the office
to which I had been elected. With your help,
I'will do so for the next 4 years.
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Thank you for coming. God bless. Thank
you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. at the
Boeing Co. In his remarks, he referred to Mark
Madden, employee, Boeing Co.; John
DeFrancisco, president, United Automobile,
Aerospace, and Agricultural Implement Workers
of America Local 1069; John M. Perzel, speaker,
Pennsylvania House of Representatives; former
President Saddam Hussein of Irag; Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; Prime
Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy; and Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.

Memorandum on Continuation of
United States Drug Interdiction
Assistance to the Government of
Colombia

August 17, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 200442

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Continuation of U.S. Drug
Interdiction Assistance to the Government of
Colombia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 1012 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, as
amended (22 U.S.C. 2291-4), I hereby cer-
tify, with respect to Colombia, that: (1) inter-
diction of aircraft reasonably suspected to be
primarily engaged in illicit drug trafficking
in that country’s airspace is necessary be-
cause of the extraordinary threat posed by
illicit drug trafficking to the national security
of that country; and (2) that country has ap-
propriate procedures in place to protect
against innocent loss of life in the air and
on the ground in connection with such inter-
diction, which shall at a minimum include
effective means to identify and warn an air-
craft before the use of force is directed
against the aircraft.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register and to notify the Congress
of this determination.

George W. Bush
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Remarks in Hedgesville,
West Virginia
August 17, 2004

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thanks for coming. And thanks for inviting
me here to Hedgesville. It’s such an honor
to be back in what they call the Mountain
State. What a beautiful place. I really—some
of them think you can find the heart and soul
in Hollywood. I think you find it right here.
This is the heart and soul of America, as far
as I'm concerned.

I want to thank you all for coming. Thanks
for bringing your families. I'm here to ask
for the vote. I'm traveling your important
State not only asking for the vote but asking
for your help. See, we have a duty in this
country to vote. We have an obligation in
a free society to go to the polls. So I'm asking
you to register your friends and neighbors,
and then, come voting time, head them to
the polls. And remind them if they want this
country to be safer, stronger, and better, put
George Bush and Dick Cheney back in there.
With your help, we carried this State in 2000.
With your help, we'll carry it again and win
a great victory in November of 2004.

I am sorry Laura is not with me today.
She’s out working. [Laughter] She’s asking
for the vote. What a great mother and a great
wife, and she’s doing a great job as our First
Lady. I'm going to give you some reasons
to put me back in, but perhaps the most im-
portant one of all is so that Laura is the First
Lady for 4 more years.

I'm running with a good man in Dick Che-
ney. He’s a fine Vice President. I admit it.
He’s not the prettiest face in the race.
[Laughter] T didn’t pick him for his looks.
[Laughter] 1 picked him because he can get
the job done.

I want to thank Gale for his kind introduc-
tion. I appreciate his service to the West Vir-
ginia men’s basketball team. What a great
man he is and a great class act. I'm hon-
ored—I appreciate, Coach, that you'd intro-
duce me. I appreciate standing by your side.

I want to thank my friend, Shelley Moore
Capito, the Congressman for the great State
of West Virginia. I want to thank Don
Dellinger, Manny Arvon, and Dr. Bill Queen
of the school system around here. I appre-
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ciate you letting me come to this facility, and
thanks for working to make sure our kids get
a good education here in West Virginia. I
want to thank all the people running for of-
fice, all the local officials. Thanks for showing
up. Most importantly, I want to thank you
all. T'm honored you're here. This is a huge
turnout, and I'm grateful for it.

I want to thank the Hedgesville High
School Marching Band for playing here
today. And, of course, I've got to thank my
friends the Bellamy Brothers for being here
as well. I'm honored they’re here.

Listen, I'm here asking for the vote, and
I understand one thing about politics,
though—there’s only one reason to look
backwards at the record, and that’s who best
to lead us forward. We've done a lot together.
You think about what we’ve been through.
We've been through a lot, and we've accom-
plished a lot. But I'm here to tell you there
is more to do. We've got more work to do
to make this country a hopeful place. We've
got more work to do to make sure that our
schools work. We've got more to do to keep
us safe. We've got more to do to spread free-
dom, and we’ve got more to do to make the
world a peaceful place.

Audience member. You're the man for
the job!

The President. [Laughter] Listen, we've
got more work to do to make our schools
the centers of excellence we all know they
can be, so that no child is left behind in
America. You might remember when we
came to office 3% years ago, too many of
the children were being shuffled from grade
to grade, year after year, without learning the
basics. We increased Federal funding, but
we've also started to ask important questions:
Can our children read and write and add and
subtract? We're challenging the soft bigotry
of low expectations. We've raised the bar. We
believe in accountability. We believe in local
control of schools. And when we find schools
that will not teach and will not change, we’re
bold enough to challenge the status quo.

And were making progress all across
America. We're closing an achievement gap
in this country. But there’s more work to be
done. We want to make sure high school di-
plomas mean something. We want to make
sure we have strong math and science in our



